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REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICHE  OFFICER  OF  HEHITRH 

FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HETTON 

FOR  1897. 

.$—■»—<. 

Hetton-le-Hole, 

February  10th,  1898. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Hetton  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  report  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  your  district,  for  the  year  1897. 

There  were  567  births — 298  males  and  269  females — Births 
which,  on  the  census  of  1891,  is  44*55  per  thousand,  and  on 
an  estimated  population  of  14,500  to  the  middle  of  1897  is 
39*1  per  thousand. 

There  were  202  deaths  in  the  district,  and  Deaths 
2 deaths  out  the  district  of  persons  belonging-  to  it,  giving 
a total  of  204 — 103  males  and  101  females — which  is  a 
death-rate,  on  the  census  of  1891,  of  16*03  per  thousand, 
and  on  an  estimated  population,  as  abo^e,  of  14-07  per 
thousand. 

Births  were  363  in  excess  of  the  Deaths.  Excess  of 

Births 

The  following  were  the  ages  of  those  who  died  : — Ages  at  Death 

78  were  those  of  infants  under  1 year. 

20  were  over  1 year  and  under  5 years. 

7 ,,  5 years  and  under  1 5 ,, 


16 

» 

15 

5) 

25 

n 
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5) 

25 

1 1 

30 

14 

5) 

30 

40 

12 

5) 

40 

>> 

50 

V 

16 

>> 

50 

5? 

60 

V 

12 

60 

5? 

70 

5? 

21 

>5 

70  years. 
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Infant 

Mortality 

Classification 
of  Deaths 


Deaths  from 

Zymotic 

Diseases 

Notification 
of  Infectious 
Diseases 


Typhoid 

Cases 


The  Infant  Mortality  was  slightly  under  137  deaths 
per  thousand  births. 

The  following  is  the  classification  of  deaths  from 


various  diseases  : — 

• 

Premature  Birth  and  Imperfect  Development  ...  42 

Diarrhoea  22 

Whooping  Cough 1 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs,  exclusive  of)  ^7 

Consumption  j 

Consumption  13 

Diseases  of  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord,  including 

Convulsions  31 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  11 

Cancer  5 

Natural  Decay  15 

Diseases  of  Kidneys 8 

Debility  4 

Typhoid  Fever  4 

Puerperal  Fever  2 

Membranous  Croup  1 

Injuries  9 

Sundries 9 


204 

There  were  8 deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  which 
is  0-63  per  thousand. 

There  have  been  45  notifications  of  Infectious 
Diseases  : — 


Erysipelas  

Scarlet  Fever... 
Typhoid  Fever 

Diptheria 

Croup  

Puerperal  Fever 


15  cases. 
4 „ 

19  „ 

3 „ 

2 „ 

2 „ 


45 


Four  of  the  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  fatal. 
Three  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  two  recovered,  whilst 
one  is  now  convalescent,  but  is  still  under  treatment. 


The  Typhoid  cases  were  scattered  over  the  district, 
with  the  exception  of  five  cases  that  occurred  between 
September  11th  and  September  27th;  these  where  within 
a small  area,  having  for  its  centre  a point  about  the  middle 
of  Caroline  Street,  and  extending  to  Barrington  Terrace 
on  the  one  side,  and  The  Avenue  on  the  other. 
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There  were  two  cases  in  Summerson  Street  in  different  Typhoid 
houses,  and  at  different  times.  Near  to  both  houses  was  ?ase^’ 
an  open  drain  that  served  for  surface  water,  and  which  I ' 

was  told  was  very  offensive  at  times.  With  this  exception 
I am  unable  to  assigm  or  suggest  any  cause  for  the  cases 
of  Typhoid  Fever. 


The  health  of  the  district,  so  far  as  my  observation  Health  of 
goes,  has  been  very  good.  District 

The  low  death-rate  from  Zymotic  diseases  and  Low 
Diarrhcea,  (diseases  which  are  intimately  associated  with,  Zymotic”1 
and  produced  by,  insanitary  conditions,)  is  exceedingly  Diseases  and 
satisfactory,  and  whilst  the  deaths  from  such  causes,  Diarrhoea 
throughout  the  country,  are  generally  below  the  average, 
yet  I think  the  Council  may  fairly  assume,  and  take  credit 
to  itself,  that  such  lessened  mortality  is  the  result,  at 
least  in  part,  of  the  improved  sanitary  condition  of  the 
district. 


There  have  been  many  sanitary  improvements  made  Sanitary 
during  the  year,  but  more  especially  in  the  Cross  Rows  in  ImProvements 
Hetton,  which  district,  by  the  desire  of  the  County  Council  Cross  Rows, 
acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Hetton 
County,  has  had  special  attention.  Many  of  the  houses 
in  those  Rows  are  now  in  a good  sanitary  condition,  whilst 
the  others  are  being  altered  and  improved. 


The  owners  of  property  are  endeavouring,  as  a rule,  Suggestions 
to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  Council,  and  make  their  ™ade  t° 
houses  both  sanitary  and  comfortable,  but  in  some  instances  Ownersy 
the  tenants  do  not  assist  them.  It  is  often  found  that 
a house  may,  during  the  occupancy  of  one  tenant,  be  foul 
and  reeking  with  filth,  yet  very  soon,  on  a change  of 
tenancy,  be  sweet  and  clean  and  everything  that  is  to  be 
desired. 


I have  again  to  bear  testimony  to  the  general  courtesy  Courtesy 
I have  received  from  those  to  whom  I have  during  the  accorded 
past  year  made  representations  on  various  matters. 


construction 


In  connection  with  my  visits  to  houses  when  disease  Ash  Closets 
has  been  notified,  I have  had  my  attention  directed  to  the  and 

1 **  r*  r»rmc 

condition  of  ash  closets  and  privies.  The  difference 
between  those  where  the  ash  is  delivered  by  a side  spout, 
and  those  where  it  is  emptied  direct  onto  the  excrement,  is 
most  marked  in  favour  of  direct  delivery.  In  the  case 
of  the  latter  there  is  little  or  no  smell,  whilst  in  the 
former,  there  is  a musty,  close  odour,  on  entering  the  closet. 
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Throwing 
Slops  into  Ash 
Closets 


Brick  Garth 
and  Surface 
Water  Drain 


Food  Supply 
Milk 


Fish 


Unsound  Fish 


F ruit 


Slaughter 

Houses 


The  practice  of  throwing-  slops  into  ash  closets  may 
have  lessened  a little,  but  is  still  larg-ely  practised,  and 
contributes  to,  or  causes,  the  insanitary  condition  in  which 
ash  closets  are  sometimes  found.  The  practice  is  probably 
pursued  throug-h  ignorance,  but  whatever  the  cause  the 
result  is  the  same,  a likelihood  to  engender  and  foster 
disease. 

The  houses  in  the  Brick  Garth  appear  to  be  much 
improved  by  the  surface  water  drain  which  has  been  put 
in,  but  as  the  weather  has  been  fine,  it  is  too  early  to  speak 
definitely  of  it  yet. 

The  food  supply  is  good,  and  generally  satisfactory. 

The  milk  supply  comes  from  various  sources  from 
within,  and  also  from  without,  the  district,  and  so  far  as 
I have  observed  or  know,  has  been  good  and  wholesome. 
At  one  farm  which  supplied  milk  to  your  district,  I had 
reason  to  think  the  supply  of  water  to  the  farm  for 
domestic  purposes  was  polluted.  I wrote  to  the  Medical 
Officer  for  that  district,  and  the  matter  is  receiving 
attention. 


The  quality  and  condition  of  the  fish  supply  show 
an  improvement,  although  stale  fish,  not  bad  enough  for 
condemnation,  is  still  exposed  for  sale.  This  matter  con- 
tinues to  have  my  attention. 

My  attention  was  called  by  the  Inspector,  and  also 
by  the  consignees,  to  two  consignments  of  unsound  fish 
received  at  different  times,  and  from  different  consignors 
at  Hull.  In  each  case  the  Inspector  and  I were  of  opinion 
that  the  fish  was  unfit  for  food,  and  we  attended  before  a 
magistrate  and  gave  evidence  accordingly.  Orders  for 
destruction  were  duly  obtained,  and  I communicated  the 
fact  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Hull,  who 
informed  me  that  the  attention  of  the  Fish  Inspector  would 
be  called  to  the  cases. 

The  supply  of  fruit  and  vegetables  is  good ; the 
quality  is  also  satisfactory,  and  shows  improvement. 

The  Inspector  and  I made  a systematic  and  complete 
inspection  of  all  the  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  district,  and 
pointed  out  defects  as  we  observed  them.  On  subsequent 
visits  we  found,  as  a rule,  that  our  recommendations  had 
been  carried  out. 
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In  accordance  with  the  resolution  passed  last  year,  Registration 
notices  were  printed  requiring-  registration  of  all  dairies  of  Dairies 
and  milk  sellers.  These  were  posted  up  and  distributed, 
and  all  dairies  and  milk  sellers  in  your  district  are  now 
registered. 

The  improvement  in  the  Lodging  Houses,  which  I Lodging 
mentioned  last  year,  continues  to  be  at  least  maintained,  Houses 
and  perhaps  there  is  a slight  further  improvement. 

There  have  been  two  cases  brought  before  the  Unfit  for 
magistrates  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation,  and  in  both  of  Habitation 
these  the  necessary  orders  for  closing  were  made. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  ADAMSON,  M.D. 


TABLE  I. 


Showing-  the  Total  Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from 
July  22,  1895  to  Dec.  31,  1897. 


Total  No. 
of 

Deaths. 

Rate  per  M 
on  1891 
Census. 

Rate  per  M 
on 

estimated 

Population. 

From  July  22,  1895,) 
to  December  31,  1895) 

150 

26*7 

24-1 

„ „ 1896... 

259 

20-35 

18-17 

„ „ 1897... 

204 

1603 

14-07 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29425712 


TABLE  II. 


Showing’  the  Mortality  of  Children  under  5 Years,  from 
July  22,  1895,  to  December  31,  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Rate  per  M. 
on 

1891  Census. 

From  July  22  to  Dec.) 
31,  1895  i 

92 

16-3 

1896  

163 

12-8 

1897  

98 

77 

Infant  Mortality  was  175  per  thousand  births  in  1896, 

and  it  is  137  in  1897. 


TABLE  III. 


Showing-  the  Number  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  from 
July  22,  1895,  to  December  31,  1897. 


July  22 
to  Dec.  31 
1895 

1896 

1897 

Typhoid  Fever 

43 

6 

19 

Scarlet  Fever  

8 

26 

4 

Erysipelas 

6 

34 

15 

Diptheria  

1 

3 

3 

Membraneous  Croup  

1 

3 

2 

Relapsmg  Fever  

• • • 

2 

• • w 

Puerperal  Fever  

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Totals  

59 

74 

45 

A 


TABLE  OF  DEA  THS  Airing  the  Year  1897,  in  the  Hettonde-Hole  Urban  District, , 

classified  according  to  Diseases , Ages , and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics ; public  institutions 
being  shown  as  separate  lo- 
calities. 

(a) 

Mortality  from  all  Causes 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

0) 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distingiushing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

l 

2 

8 

4 

5 j 6 | 7 j 8 | 9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

At  all 
ages. 

(b) 

Under 

1 

year. 

(c) 

1 

and 

under 

5 

(d) 

5 

and 

under 

15 

(e) 

15 

and 

under 

25 

(f) 

25 

and 

under 

65 

(9) 

65 

and 

up- 

wards. 

(h) 

Smallpox. 

I Scarlatina. 

.eJ 

<D 

rP 

pH 

Q 

Membranous 

Croup. 

FEVERS. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

i 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Coup-h. 

Diarrhoea  & 

Dvsentrv. 

'J 

.0 

u 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia, 

and  Pleurisy 

Heart 

Disease. 

I 

Injuries. 

All  other 

Diseases. 

Total.  J 

Typhus. 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid. 

J Continued. 

Relapsing. 

| Puerperal  . 

Hetton-le-Hole 

202 

i 

78 

20 

6 

16 

55 

27 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

1 

4 

2 

18 

5 

13 

15 

12 

11 

9 

65 

47 

98 

104 

Totals  

1 

4 

2 

1 

23 

13 

27 

11 

9 

112 

202 

The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  Mortality. 

Deaths  occurring  outside 
the  district  among  per- 
sons belonging  thereto 

Deaths  occurring  within  the 
District  among  persons  not 
belonging  thereto 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

J 

1 

2 

The  heading  of  column  1 1 Is  ^ ar|k  for  the  insertion  of  Influenza,  or  any  other  disease  which  it  may  be  thought  desirable  to  record. 


SUMMARY  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances'  Department,  during  the  year  1897, 

in  the  Urban  District  of  Hetton. 
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